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PHILADELPHIA (September, 2013) – It’s the return of the Philadelphia fashion party of the year. All things fashionable, stylish and trendy will energize the city this September, with The Philadelphia Collection. 

Anna Wintour once said, “[Fashion] is always about timing. If it’s too soon, no one understands. If it’s too late, everyone’s forgotten.” The Philadelphia Collection comes at a perfect time from September 18 to 25th and is sure to be unforgettable. Fashionistas and enthusiasts alike will browse shops, while sipping and sampling delectable cocktails and bites, attend runway shows and trunk shows and even have the chance to talk to the fashion pros themselves. 
The Collection proudly presents panel discussions on September 18 from 6-8 p.m. where panelists will share their unique and personal experiences on building their electronic empire. Another panel discussion will be held on September 23 from 4-6 p.m. that will serve as a think tank for those who desire to turn passion into profit.
E-Entrepreneurs: Building Your Electronic Empire
Date: September 18, 2013
Time: 6-8pm
Location: Benjamin's Desk - 8th Floor, 1701 Walnut Street, Philadelphia
Discussion topics for this panel will include topics of the rise of online entrepreneurs, tips for launching a successful Internet business, and how to market and promote your electronic business. Various challenges faced when launching Internet businesses and alternative methods by using social media will also be discussed, as well as the importance of SEO and social media for electronic businesses.
Panelists:
Adam Rich – Co-Founder and EIC of Thrillist
Adam Rich is the co-founder and editor-in-chief of Thrillist, responsible for overseeing the growth of Thrillist’s editorial content from a newsletter to 600 friends and family to a leading men’s lifestyle brand, reaching millions of guys around the world every day. Thrillist is part of the Thrillist Media Group, a digital media also consisting of members-only shopping club JackThreads and fashion, music and culture site The Crosby Press. 
Linda Lightman – Owner of “Linda’s Stuff”
Linda has grown her business into an over 20 million dollar a year empire. Linda's Stuff is the largest consignment seller in the world of designer fashion on eBay. Linda has been nominated five times for Forbes Top 10 Female Entrepreneurs.
Michael Stalbaum – Director of Elite SEM 
Recognized by the Inc. 5000 as one of the fastest growing Search Engine Marketing agencies in the country, Elite SEM is a team of industry experts that specialize in online marketing for various clients, such as Ideeli.com and Clarks. Elite SEM specializes in helping customers navigate the ever-changing landscape of marketing on the web. 
Moderator: Natalie Nixon - Philadelphia University's Program Director of the 
Strategic Design MBA Program and Associate Professor of Fashion Merchandising & Management
A practitioner and researcher of design thinking, Natalie she has 15 years of experience as an educator on the secondary and university levels and worked in the fashion industry as an entrepreneurial hat designer as well as in apparel sourcing for The Limited brands in Sri Lanka and Portugal. Natalie's research and consulting interests are in business design, experiential service design and applying strategies from the fashion industry to a range of sectors, utilizing style strategically to build brand distinction.
Team member from Warby Parker (unconfirmed)   
Warby Parker is titled by GQ as the “Netflix of Eyewear.” The company began with a $2,500 investment, and has grown to a e-commerce giant with a social mission.


Passion for Profit: Turning Your Interests into a Business 
Date: September 23, 2013
Time: 4-6pm
Location: 3rd Ward Philadelphia – 1227 N. 4th Street, Philadelphia
This think tank will feature a group of industry experts who will provide advice on how to successfully take your passion and turn it into a business. Industry experts will provide valuable advice and inspiration to aspiring business owners and entrepreneurs through sharing their personal story and path to success. This think tank will address the hiccups and roadblocks that people face when attempting to start their own business or brand while discussing entrepreneurship and how it relates to today's generation. After a round-table discussion from 4-4:45pm, attendees will have a chance to break out and speak to particular industry experts in smaller groups.
Think Tank Experts:
Opening Remarks: Brandon Davis - Editor-in-Chief of American Dreaming Magazine and Executive Director/Founder of The R.I.C.K Foundation
Brandon founded American Dreaming Magazine, a platform for aspiring journalists, stylists, photographers, graphic designers, stylists and creative individuals to gain some valuable experience in their respective fields.  ADMag encourages young entrepreneurs to live out their dreams.
Misa Hylton – Celebrity Stylists and Founder of Misa Hylton Fashion Academy
From Mary J. Blige, Lil Kim, Missy Elliott and Kimora Lee-Simmons to Sean Combs, Queen Latifah and Usher, Misa is a New York-based stylist who has shaped the images for some of Hollywood’s most famous faces.  She is respected throughout the fashion industry for her ability to bridge fashion and lifestyle and has masterminded some of pop culture’s most trend-setting fashions over the past two decades.
Jacqueline Jenkins - Director of Wharton Small Business Development Center
Jacqueline is a dynamic leader with a proven track record of developing and executing successful new business development initiatives in various industries including academia, retail, finance and technology.


Brian Linton, Founder of United by Blue
Brain Linton is helping to change the world one product at a time. The young social entrepreneur has developed an innovative business model, which links product sales to environmental activism and consumer involvement.  His brand, United By Blue, has taken their successful e-commerce platform to a brand new brick-and-mortar store in Old City’s Gallery District.

Brittany DeShields, Founder of B. Des Clothing
Brittany DeShields is a self-taught fashion designer from Philadelphia. Her designs clothing for sexy, intelligent and strong-minded woman. Her designs have been seen on celebrities, such as Angela Simmons, and her instragram following of over 37,000 people has helped skyrocket her to success.
Chris Baeza, Director of the Fashion Merchandising Program at Immaculata University

Chris has had a varied career in the fashion and textile industry. She has expanded design departments and streamlined the creative process at the companies for which she has worked. Chris is a results–oriented professional who is known for getting the job done and making things happen for her team and clients. She has gained a reputation for being dependable and having technical savvy, which has added extraordinary value to all the positions she has held.
                                                               ###

About The Philadelphia Collection 2013
The Philadelphia Collection 2013 is a series of fashion and style events that will take place throughout the city from September 18 to the 25th. The fashion series is designed to promote the city and all aspects of its fashion economy, including its impressive “collection” of retailers, boutiques, stylists, designers, modeling agencies, design schools and fashion/design students. Events are independently produced by local producers and retailers and include fashion shows, trunk shows, lectures, movies, panel discussions by experts, and more. Founding partners are the City of Philadelphia, the Center City District, and the Philadelphia Retail Marketing Alliance (www.philadelphiaretail.com).  Visit www.thephiladelphiacollection.org to see the complete schedule of events. Join our conversation on twitter @philacollection and facebook.com/thephiladelphiacollection #TPC2013. 
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