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Philadelphia based artists

Knutsson’s works belong under the “Jewelry Semi-Pre-
cious” category, but are stunning enough to stand on their
own. Hailing from a family of Swedish lace makers, Knutsson
always had a passion for art and design- especially lace.

After a brief stint as a medical market researcher in Phila-
delphia, Knutsson hoped to regain her artstic roots by signing
up for a design class at Moore College of Art where she was
encouraged to turn her passion for art into a career.

“I needed a challenge,” Knutsson said. “The teacher con-
vinced me to quit my job and start at their fashion program full
time. It was a decision which I've never regretted.”
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Now creating Gilded Lace jewelry in New York City for the
likes of celebrities such as Christina Ricei, Whoopi Goldberg
and Regina Spekor, it's safe to say medical market rescarch
was not her true calling. All Knutsson’s products are limited
edition and handmade, not to mention all vintage lace from flea
‘markets ranging from Paris to Berlin, making them extremely
extraordinary.

Ryan Greenheck, another Philadelphia local, creates unique
ceramics in his studio in the up and coming Brewerytown
Strawberry Mansion area of town.

His pr ly structured ceramic objects ooze vitality in both
design and form. If you are lucky enough you can even take
a course with him at the University of Pennsylvania School of
Design where he serves as a professor.

‘Then there is physician and epidemiologist, David Fra-
ser, who hails from Yardley and was the former President of
Swarthmore College from 1983 to 1991.

Fraser enters the craft show as a basket weaver who uses
an exceptionally unique technique. Ply-split braiding is a
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technique that creates distinctive sculptural shapes through a
mathematical construction and nonetheless creates a beautiful
work of art perfect as a colorful display piece.

“The late Pete Collingwood, who was an extraordinary Brit-
weaver and teacher, wrote his last book on the traditional
use of ply-split braiding in Rajasthan to make camel straps. I
was intrigued to build on his early attempts to make contem-
porary art baskets with that technique. Over the last 18 months
of his life we had a running email correspondence about my
explorations, an exchange that I treasure,” said Fraser.

Another local dazzler is Teresa Chang who creates hand-
crafted ceramics and teaware that can take months to complete.
Her local roots have landed her mentions in publications such
as O Magazine, Lucky and Elle Décor.

Artist traveling to the show

While these local flavors are certainly a treat, there are many
other artists ranging far and wide who are coming to Philadel-
phia to showcase their talent and craftsmanship.

Including the likes of Bob McNally from Newark, N.J., who
has created the “strumstick,” a simplistic and artistic guitar-like
item that has been picked up by musicians such as The Boss
himself, Bruce Springsteen, as well as artist Molly Grant who
makes Cordwainer shoes in Deerfield. N.H, donned by the likes
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of Michael Douglas and Demi Moore.

Artists Maurcen Roberts and Michael Lublin have also
gained celebrity recognition for their vintage slips, which are
silky undergarments for dresses, from names such as Sarah Jes-
sica Parker and even Britney Spears

An international event

This year, the show will showcase 23 Lithuanian artis
working in a variety of materials, styles and disciplines as part
of the show’s Guest Artist Program. A special feature of the
show that began in 2001, the Guest Artist Program selects and
highlights craft from a single couniry selected each year to
bring a new element of culture to the Philadelphia arts scene.

One such example is the art of Klaidas Navickas.
creates intricate paper cuts that tell stories of
lore, proverbs and daily life.

uanian folk-

"They are giving us an extraordinary
opportunity to introduce the best

Lithuanian culture to the United states.”

Zygimantas Pavilionis, Lithuanian Ambassador

‘This is the first time that  Lithuanian show of this magni-
tude has been presented in the United States.
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“We are delighted to work with the Philadelphia Museum of
At Craft Show organizers, as they are giving us an extraordi-
nary opportunity to introduce the best Lithuanian culture to the
United States. The Craft Show not only connects artists with
collectors, but serves as a stellar example of how art is a power-
ful, peaceful bridge uniting nations.” said Lithuanian Ambas-
sador to the United States, Zygimantas Pavilionis.

Collegiate partipants

Additionally, four dynamic universities will parti
the show featuring the work of students and recent alumni,
Savannah College of Arts and Design (SCAD) is returning for
the fourth year in a row. The University of the Aris is back for
a third year, Kutztown University Visual Arts (KUVA) will
participate again for a second year and for the first time at the
show, Moore College of Art and Design will participate. All
four schools recognize the importance of the Craft Show in the
art and design industry.
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“Moore College of Art and Design is thrilled to have the
opportunity to participate in the 2013 PMA Craft Show. Our
students and alumni as emerging artists and designers are
producing market-ready work which s a testament to our com-
mitment to inspiring carcers. We hope everyone attending will
look for the Moore booth to find exciting and interesting pieces
in fashion, fine art and design of excellent quality.” said Cecelia
Fitzgibbon, President of Moore Collage of Art and Design.

‘The national and international influence is remarkable. The
local artists certainly hit close to home but one thing for sure
is the incredible diversity and talent infiltrating our city, which
will inspire all attendees.
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Philadelphia Amateur Baseball  Philabundance is Sesking Help 2013 FringeArts Festival
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Philadelphia Museum of Art Craft Show
features artists from across the globe.

by KieraMisaneli
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azing at a golden shimmery object

glimmering inside the looming Pennsylvania

Convention Center, viewers wonder is it
lace, is it jewelry or is it art?

Monika Knutsson’s gilded lace is all of the above and although
she grew up in Sweden and now resides in New York, she got
her start right here in the City of Brotherly Love.

“We lived in Poweltown Village, where I was surrounded
by artists and craftspeople. It was a vibrant community,” said
Knutsson. “My favorite memory is dancing in front of the
‘White Dog on Sansom Street for Bastille Day. It was so humid
and hot but it did not stop anyone from dancing.”

Let's face it, Philadelphians love the arts. We were even
ranked the number one city for overall culture by Travel and
Leisure Magazine in 2011, 50 it is no surprise that the 37th
Annual Philadelphia Museum of Art Craft Show gathers 195
artists with roots ranging near and far showcasing many differ-
ent styles and techniques.

“The event, taking place Nov. 7 through Nov. 10 (with a Pre-
view Party on Nov. 6), is presented by the Women’s Commit-
tee and the Craft Show Committee of the Philadelphia Museum
of Art, and showcases artists who were chosen from a highly
competitive jury process of over 1,000 applicants. Ranging
from basketry to ceramics to wearable art and many other medi-
ums, the Craft Show is sure to have something for everyone.




