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Blog Post: Sven Marquardt

Bearing talent as an artist of photography, bouncer of the famous Berghain Club Sven Marquardt brings us in to the subculture of Berlin’s Bohème where anything goes—except for pictures. “Everything that happens in the Berghain, stays in the Berghain,” he says. With privacy under wraps, the magically encased Bohème must go past Marquardt for entry or departure giving him just enough time to leer at fascinating faces and recruit models from the “Berghain family.”
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Blog Post: The Keyhole

Dutch surrealist photographer Erwin Olaf delves into the realm of controversial photography where issues such as race, class and sexual orientation are relative investigations of emotion. In his latest installation ‘The Keyhole,’ Olaf explores the irritation of feeling ashamed. Motive for his newest works were inspired by his previous series, ‘Rain,’ ‘Hope’ and ‘Grief,’ where he studied choreography of the body to create strong emotion. The riveting ‘Keyhole’ series places Olaf’s audience into his continued exploration of choreography of body, mind and emotion to create a visual representation of being ashamed for invading someone’s privacy. 
Photography/ Erwin Olaf

Erwin Olaf has been interviewed by Alicia Murzinski
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Blog Post: U Versus U

Managing director Will Forrester and project manager and brand director at the Creative Agency FreshBritain Hayder Tuaima of Central London’s very own UVU answer behind the scenes questions on the lifesaving (literally) performance wear brand. Forrester and Tuaima tell Schön! the brand is all about pushing oneself via athletic performance-- a match between you versus you. Soon UVU could be headed overseas with global networking techniques reaching a wide audience of athletes and workout aficionados. But for now, the brains behind this athletic wear will marvel you from fingers to toes. 

Will & Hayder have been interviewed by Saskia Reis
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Blog Post: Juan Carlos Pagan

Typography: the art of meshing language and art together that provides a creative domain for Juan Carlos Pagan. It is this art that sparked the creation of typography identities for companies such as Pinterest, MTV, Scratch and Three Olives Vodka. Pagan does not just update previously existing typefaces to be more modern, rather he experiments with illusory forms and shapes to create cutting-edge fonts. With big plans for the type foundry he established a year ago with fellow Parsons School of Design graduate Lucas Sharp, Pagan’s skillful mastery of typography will certainly continue to be adored by the masses for years to come.

Words/ Alicia Murzinski
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Blog Post: Marcin Owczarek

Polish photographic collage artist Marcin Owczarek bestows the fear of the end of the world in a dystopian perspective that combines feelings of desire with destruction and devastation. The multi-faceted collages contain layers of symbolic and metaphorical representations that force the audience to delve in and discover. From futuristic, post-war ideas to biblical references Owczarek’s works may remind viewers of the great Hieronymus Bosch. All in all, Owczarek’s works call for a change in society in order to reach the utopia we so desire. 

Words/ Dorothea Schoene
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Blog Post: An Ode to Heresy

Heresy is praised in Anthony Shirley and Tom Wells new London based mens t-shirt brand Heretics. This artistic t-shirt takes influence from various art styles and artists such as pop artist Roy Lichtenstein and illustrators H.R Giger and Noir Art and each intricate design can take up to 40 hours to complete, according to the designers. Shirley and Wells hope to bring the attitude of heresy to their wearers, which they define as “anyone who does not conform to an established attitude, doctrine or principle.”

Shop at www.heretics.co.uk
Words/ Alicia Murzinski
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Blog Post: Narciso Rodriguez

Instilled with virtues of hard work and integrity at a young age, American fashion designer Narciso Rodriguez has built his way to stylistic success in the fashion world. Rodriguez designs with the concept of minimalism and logic and enjoys the functionalism of sportswear. He says even when designing eveningwear he uses a ‘sportswear hand.’ Taking influence from women, fellow designers and architecture, Rodriguez’s designs carry great aesthetic appeal. Aside from fashion, Rodriguez enjoys photography and fine art, which we may even see published in a book someday.

Words/ Saskia Reis
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Blog Post: Leni/ Das Blaue Licht

Known as ‘the greatest female film director of the 20th century,’ German-born Leni Riefenstahl rose to fame in the 1930s despite the controversy that shadowed her. Her strong willpower even allowed her to direct, edit and star in her first production, ‘The Blue Light.’ Hired to chronicle the 1934 Nazi Party Congress under Adolf Hitler as a talented artist, Riefenstahl staged what would become a fatal love affair between Hitler and his people. The film ‘Triumph’ won several prizes worldwide and became labelled as ‘the best propaganda film of the twentieth century.’ When the Olympics took place in Berlin in 1936, she directed a film titled ‘Olympia’ in which her subject matter became Olympians transforming from ordinary mortals to sporting gods. She later went on to immerse herself in a film about an African tribe and even life underwater. Passing away at the age of 101 ten years ago, Rifenstahl’s film legacy lives on and will surely be recalled by many during the upcoming Olympic games in London. 

Words/ Lydia Morton

Image/ Olympiafilm-Premiere Bundesarchiv, Bild 146-1988-106-29/ o.Ang. 

Tags: Schön!, Schön! Magazine, Issue 17, Raoul Keil, magazine, Schön!17, schon, Leni Riefenstahl, Das Blaue Licht, film, director, Olympics

Blog Post: Clash of the Cultures

Alexander McQueen’s floral skull creator Jacky Tsai is daring to alter the typical fear associated with skull imagery. After finishing his education in China, Tsai went on to study at the reputable Central Saint Martins in London where he became intrigued in revolutionizing artistic ideals by merging cultures of the East and West into dazzling works of art. Tsai continues to reinvent his art by exerting unconventional methods and mediums. **He recently launched his own luxury clothing line ‘Jacky Tsai’ to showcase his ‘art level’ fashion on exorbitant silks. Tsai continues to break down Chinese superstition by recreating the skull into beautiful floral images including his newest creation—a life size sculpture of a skull covered in delicate leather flower blossoms taking 300 days to complete. He hopes his unconventional artistic ideals will serve as a platform for other young artists like himself.

**Says in issue “‘Jacky Tsai,’ which is to be released this spring as a way to showcase his artwork on expensive silks.” Has it since been launched?
Words/ Alicia Murzinski
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Blog Post: Visible: The Photography of Lee Jeffries

Lee Jeffries captivates viewers by showcasing the raw emotion of a neglected subject matter. Jeffries makes homeless men and women the subject of interest by photographing portraits in a God-like manner highlighting the subjects’ individual worthiness. His photographic journey began when he was photographing the London Marathon and started to notice homeless men and women in the streets. He tried to steal a photo of a homeless girl with a long lens from across the street but was yelled at. Instead of cowering away Jeffries went over to apologise and became captivated with her story. Jeffries uses a chiaroscuro technique to emphasize expressive features such as weathered skin and connotations of age to create an emotional connection with the viewer. The raw subject matter and expressive photography Jeffries ultimately hopes will resonate as spiritually with viewers as it does with him. 

Photography/ Lee Jeffries

Words/ Charlotte Summers
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Blog Post: Drawing Out Emotions: Interview with Illustrator Sam Wolfe Connelly

Illustrator Sam Wolfe Connelly uses his own vulnerabilities to translate his drawings into creative expression and emotion. From despair to poise, Connelly depicts everyday feelings into forceful illustrations. Currently gracing the artistic circle in Queens, New York, this recent graduate from the Savannah College of Art and Design in Georgia knows his art. Creating as a freelance writer in New York allows Connelly to be immensely creative. Connelly captures the essence of his subjects without overexerting their character and presence by using a simple tone. The mysterious element of Connelly’s works will project him into the future as a definite illustrator to watch. 

Words/ Alicia Murzinski
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Blog Post: Elliott J. Frieze

Young designer Elliot J. Frieze has just entered his second successful year as a British designer. Launching his first collection at London Fashion Week in 2010, Frieze’s line was created from years of inspiration being in the fashion world as a model but on a very limited budget. Frieze now lives in China where he is drawing new inspiration from oriental designs and culture and hopes his hard work will project into a successful future.
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